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Reading Book 1

Melodic and Rhythmic Reading

Reading Book 2

Harmonic Reading
              & Introductory Repertoire

Reading Book 3

Advancing Repertoire
                       & Technique, Part 1

Reading Book 4

Advancing Repertoire
                       & Technique, Part 2
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Welcome to KinderGuitar! This curriculum guide 

will introduce you to the books and practices of 

the KinderGuitar method. At left is an overview of 

the main KinderGuitar teaching tools and the age 

levels for each, so you can see at a glance how 

the books will guide your growing child.

The following pages describe each book in detail, 

with sample pages showing the  musical skills and 

techniques your child learns at each level.

For more information about KinderGuitar and to 

find certified KinderGuitar teachers, visit  

www.KinderGuitar.com.

little Froggie Songbook, ages 0-7

First Songbook and Skill Building Book 1, ages 4.5-10

KinderGuitar reading Book 1, ages 7 and up

KinderGuitar reading Book 2, ages 8 and up

KinderGuitar reading Book 3, ages 9 and up

KinderGuitar reading Book 4, ages 10 and up

CHILD’S AGE

Core Music and Skill Building Stage

Literacy and Repertoire-Building Stage
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educator Supplement
Our Educator Supplement provides a second 
guitar part to each of the songs for playing 
along in classes and at home. The accompani-
ment matches the accompaniment from the 
downloadable Froggie Play-Along.

7

Your Child’s First Guitar
While any guitar might do in a pinch, an inappropriate instrument can pose obstacles to small fingers. Nylon-stringed guitars (clas-
sical or folk) are easier for little fingers for a few reasons: nylon strings are thicker, providing more surface area for the fingertip to 
control, and nylon strings are less taut (strung to a lighter tension) and therefore require less strength to pinch down against the 
frets. Less taut and thicker strings are more comfortable for those little fingertips. Also, for little people there are little guitars (see 
the chart at the right for a rough guide to sizing). So: small nylon-stringed guitars will make those first few years of guitar playing 
easier – and therefore more fun – and therefore more successful. Visit KinderGuitar.com for more information.

Ages 12 and up

Ages 9-12 
& Ages 7-8 with capo on fret 3

Ages 5-6 
& Ages 3-4 with capo on fret 3Quarter 

Half 

tHree-Quarter

full

Ages 7-8 
& Ages 5-6 with capo on fret 3

KinderGuitar’s little Froggie Songbook is an age-appropriate and 
pedagogically sound method for young children to start active play on the 
guitar. Our beautifully illustrated songbook provides:

KinderGuitar’s Little Froggie Songbook

little Froggie Play-Along 
Children can listen and play along to the music 
they’re learning with Little Froggie Play-Along. 
We provide five tracks for each song, offering 
a variety of fun options for playing along while 
developing a sense of pulse: the melody, the 
melody with metronome (m), the melody with 
metronome at a slower tempo (ms), the accompa-
niment with metronome (a), and the accompani-
ment with metronome at a slower tempo (as).

• A wealth of multicultural music for singing and 
playing with very young children

• The tools for developing a sophisticated sense 
of pulse and rhythm

• Froggie’s Footprints: note-specific hints and 
suggestions for each song

• KinderGuitar’s proprietary code: an easy way for 
parents unfamiliar with standard notation (also 
included) to help their children

• Advice specifically for parents about using Little 
Froggie Songbook, selecting an appropriate 
guitar, tuning, daily guitar activities, and more
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MY FIRST SONG (Leo Garcia)

FROGGIE SAYS:
This song only requires one fretted note. To prepare the left hand for the song, 
place the finger down on 322 and lift it away just enough to clear the string. 
Keeping the finger close to the fret will leave it prepared for its next pinch.

FOLLOW FROGGIE’S FOOTPRINTS:
“gui” – 322 pinches until “my.” This establishes the first anchor finger! 

Remember, anchors don’t move at all, not even a wiggle. Don’t move it! 
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My First Song
Leo García
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KinderGuitar Code Decoded
ALL THE NOTES IN THE SONG 
In the upper right corner of each song 
page is a short staff showing all the notes 
you need to know for that song, arranged 
from low pitch to high pitch. You can play 
these notes before turning to the song 
itself.

STRING AND FRET 
These numbers (2 and 3) are a code for 
string 2, fret 3. 

LEFT HAND FINGER 
This little number (3) specifies which left 
hand finger pinches the fret (1=index, 
2=middle, 3=ring, 4=pinky).

STICK RHYTHMS 
These vertical sticks represent steady 
pulses. To play in rhythm, play the note 
with the stick as it goes by. Two connect-
ed sticks (or three or four or more!) mean 
that the note played with the first stick 
lasts for the total number of connected 
sticks.

12
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THE LITTLE MARIONETTES (French folksong)

FROGGIE SAYS:
This song starts without an anchor.  Prepare by pinching 233 and then lifting just 
enough to hover right over the first pinch.

FOLLOW FROGGIE’S FOOTPRINTS:
“go” – 233  pinches until “lit.”

“lit” – 322 pinches until “tes.”

“go” – 233  pinches until “lit.”

“turns” – 322 pinches until “leave.”

MORE SINGING!
In French:

Ainsi font, font, font, 
Les petites marionettes; 
Ainsi font, font, font, 
Trois petits tours, et puis s’en vont.
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The Little Marionettes
French Folksong
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PLEASE RAIN NOW! (Venezuelan Folksong)

FOLLOW FROGGIE’S FOOTPRINTS:
Start the song using right hand index finger i.

Place 322 at the beginning of the song as an anchor finger and keep it 
pinched until 30 (“storm”). 

MORE SINGING IN SPANISH!
In Spanish:

Que llueva, que llueva, 
la virgen de la cueva, 
los pajaritos cantan, 
las nubes se levantan, 
que sí, que no, 
que caiga un chaparrón.
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Venezuelan Folksong

Please Rain Now! 
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little Froggie Songbook 
Companion materials

The KinderGuitar Song Books have 

lovely pieces that are a pleasure to 

listen to and play, in a progression 

that has provided songs at the 

right level for our developing 

children. Our children are playing 

songs and etudes from around the 

world, rather than the collections 

in standard student guitar books. 
–Sima Misra, parent

 © 2012 KinderGuitar, LLC.
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Rhythm Puzzles
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Pinch Builders

Finger Two

for strong finger pinches
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Pinch, Float
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Pluck Builders

321 123

for walking fingers, crossing strings, and thumb
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Advanced Rhythm Puzzles
Whole Notes and Half Notes



1

CLAP, TAP, or PLAY

COUNT:

Practice Suggestions:

• Play, clap, or sing the notes above the line while your partner plays, claps, or sings the notes below the line and then switch.

• Play, clap, or sing the notes above the line while tapping the notes below the line with your foot.

• Vary your tempos.

• For thumb and finger together, the thumb plays the notes below the line on strings 4, 5, or 6 and the fingers (always walk!) 

  play the rhythms above the line on strings 1, 2, or 3.
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Pinch Builders

Pinch Stacking (fingers 1 and 2)

for strong finger pinches
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Two Pinches and Tunnel (fingers 2 and 1)
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Along with standard music 
notation, all songs and 
activities are introduced with 
our proprietary code in the 
first three levels. Our easy-
to-read KinderGuitar code 
was developed to enable 
parents unfamiliar with music 
notation to help their children 
at home during this crucial 
stage (children can read it 
easily, too). During the Purple 
Platypus level, part of the 
code is removed as students 
begin to read rhythm with 
standard notation. By the end 
of the First Songbook and 
Skill Building Book 1, students 
will be ready to begin reading 
music by themselves, and to 
move on to KinderGuitar’s 
literacy stage.

KinderGuitar Practice log
The KinderGuitar Practice Log provides 
an easy wasy for parents to keep track 
of lessons and practice at home.

KiNDerGuiTAr FirST SONGBOOK 
When children are ready to begin lessons, the 
KinderGuitar First Songbook makes even the be-
ginning stages fun with melodies, part-playing, 
rounds, and duets. Our curriculum emcompasses 
multi-cultural and varied styles of music: Ameri-
can, French, and German folksongs, familiar nurs-
ery songs, rounds from across the globe, and 
classical melodies by Beethoven, Schubert, and 
Schumann, with accompanying parts. 

KiNDerGuiTAr SKill BuilDiNG BOOK 1
Along with the musical skills developed with the 
KinderGuitar First Songbook, children develop 
important physical skills with multi-leveled pluck 
builders, pinch builders, and rhythm puzzles in the 
KinderGuitar Skill Building Book 1. For optimal use 
of the left and right hands, students develop clas-
sical technique, giving them the technical facility 
to later explore the musical genres and styles of 
their choosing.

First Songbook and Skill 
Building Book 1 work 
together to build a solid 
foundation for a lifetime of 
music-making. Both songs 
and skill-building activities are 
organized by levels and goals 
to complement each other 
(Yellow Yak, Blue Bat, Gold 
Gazelle, Purple Platypus), and 
within this scaffolded structure 
are staggered in physical and 
musical demands, both for 
pedagogical goals and for 
variety.

Our licensed and certified 
teachers receive specialized 
training to help children 
develop fundamental skills 
during this first stage of 
KinderGuitar:

First Songbook and Skill Building Book 1

• Children develop correct posture, 
kinesthetic awareness, and proper 
bodily aligment with the guitar.

• Right hand finger alternation, with an 
emphasis on string crossing, provides 
children with the tools to produce 
beautiful sound early on.

• Proper left hand alignment, with an 
emphasis on maintaining left hand 
poise during open string playing, 
enables optimal finger placement.

• Carefully selected songs bring to-
gether the new skills of finger alter-
nation, string crossing, and single 
pinching, while part-playing and 
rounds make even the first songs 
hugely rewarding for children to play. 

• The KinderGuitar stick rhythm system 
helps children develop a strong un-
derstanding of rhythm and pulse. 

• Parents receive advice and strategies 
for helping their children build good 
playing habits at home. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Level 1 – Yellow
Hot Crossed Buns
Hot Crossed Buns Variations
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Scotland’s Burning
Sailing
Hush Little Baby
Are You Sleeping

Level 2 – Blue
Allegretto
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
Lightly Row
The Cuckoo
Waltz
Oh, How Lovely is the Evening

Level 3 – Gold
Andantino
Ode to Joy
French Lullaby
Kookaburra
Melody
To the Greenwood
All the Pretty Little Horses

Level 4 – Purple
Siciliano
Arietta
Time is Never Weary
Upon Church Bells in Oxford
Turkey in the Straw

Scotland's Burning 30 211 23 3 10 13 3

Melody

English Round

30

Scot

1

30

land's-

21

burn

21

ing!

1

-

1 30

Scot

30

land's-

21

burn

21

ing!

1

-

1 23

Look

2

3 10

out!

23

Look

3 10

out!

13

Fire!

3

3 13

Fire!

3 13

Fire!

3 13

Fire!

3 30

Pour

4

30

on

21

wa

21

ter!

1

-

1 30

Pour

30

on

21

wa

21

ter!

1

-

1

Part 2 - alternate thumb and index throughout

53p 3 30i 533 30 533 30 533 30 533 30 533 30 533 30 533 30

3

 © 2012 KinderGuitar, LLC.



By the time they reach KinderGuitar reading 
Book 1, students have already had some 
experience reading rhythmic notation—now, 
they are ready to begin reading music in 
earnest, as well as to continue expanding 
their technique and theory. The Melodic and 
Rhythmic Reading book includes:

• Music notation overview for the basics of 
how pitch is notated

• Guitar notation overview for symbol 
recognition regarding left- and right-hand 
fingers

• KinderGuitar’s Mini Melodies for pitch 
pattern recognition without rhythm

• Reading studies, beginning on single strings 
and expanding to two- and three-string 
studies, to gain reading proficiency quickly

• Folksongs, classical compostions, and 
contemporary compositions for reading

• Melodic material expanded through 
variations to deepen melodic understanding 
and as an introduction to improvisation 

• Introduction to advanced left-hand 
techniques like slurs

• Third and fifth positions explored through 
duos and trios

• Introduction to scales

• Advanced rhythm puzzles without reference 
beat

• Introduction to harmony through chords and 
chord diagrams

Reading Book 1

Melodic and Rhythmic Reading

BOOK 1

Advanced Rhythm Puzzles

Reading skills with Mini Melodies

Technical skills

Harmony and theory 

Solo and duo repertoire

Music notation activities

KinderGuitar Reading Book 1—melodic and rhythmic reading
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Music Notation Activity 1 
Use notes to spell the words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word Notes 

BAG 

 

BED 

 

CAB 

 

EGG 

 

AGE 

 

AGED 

 

BEE 
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Music Notation Activity 5 
Write the time signature. 

 
 

Music Notation Activity 6 
Complete the measure. 
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KinderGuitar reading Book 2 introduces 
students to more complex reading and music 
and more advanced technique and theory, 
including:

• Right hand exploration of free stroke for 
arpeggio use and harmonic playing

• Reading chromatic notes, as preparation for 
learning key signatures

• Chord studies

• Mini Melodies for developing a deeper 
understanding of pattern recognition in 
reading

• Two- and three-voice compositions for solo 
playing

• Solos, duos, and trios for building musical 
and ensemble skills

• Exploration of ornaments for use in 
baroque and classical music

• Primary scales as preparation for 
developing repertoire in Reading Books 3 
and 4

KinderGuitar Reading Book 2—Harmonic reading and introductory     repertoire

Reading Book 2

Harmonic Reading
              & Introductory Repertoire
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Words in Music 
 

adagio – very slow 
adagio cantabile – very slow and singing 

allegretto – moving along, not too fast 
allegro appassionato – fast and passionate 

andante – walking tempo 
andante grazioso – gracefully walking tempo 

andantino – slightly faster than walking tempo 
a tempo – return to original speed 

coda – a concluding section 
cresc. (crescendo) – growing louder 

decresc. (decrescendo) – growing softer 
dim. e rit. (diminuendo e ritardando) – gradually quieter and slower 

D.C. al Fine (da capo al fine) – return to the beginning, then go to the 
Fine (end) 

dolce – sweetly 
espressivo, espr. – expressively 

fine – end 
 f (forte) – loud 

 ff (fortissimo) – very loud 
fz (forzando) – strongly accented 

ffz (molto forzando) – very strongly accented 
grave – very slow and solemn 
largo – slow and broad 

legato – smooth, connected 
leggiero – lightly 

lento – very slow (a bit faster than largo) 
lento espressivo – slow and expressive 
marc. (marcato) – marked and clear 
mf (mezzo-forte) – medium loud 

moderato – moderately 
molto marcato – very marked 

molto ritardando – slow down very much 
molto staccato – very short and detached 

mp (mezzo piano) – medium soft 
p (piano) – soft 

pp (pianissimo) – very soft 
poco a poco – little by little 

poco rall. (rallentando) – hold back slightly 
poco ritardando – slowing down a little 

rall. (rallentando) – hold back 
rall. poco a poco – hold back little by little 

sfz (sforzando) – strongly accented 
sostenuto – sustained 
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Music Notation Activity 4 
Write the interval specified and then the names of the notes below both notes. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Technique expansion
Advanced notation activities Reading skills with accidentals

Multi-voice solo repertoire

Duos and trios

 10 

Notes on the Guitar 
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Kinderguitar reading Books 3 and 4 
begin the process of building a classical 
guitar repertoire while introducing the 
most practical key signatures and chords 
for the guitar. 

• Songs are organized by key, giving 
the teacher and student the option of 
focusing on one key or exploring several 
keys at once.

• Each key is explored preliminarily 
through a variety of scales and fingerings 
and through chords and chord 
progressions pertinent to the key in 
question.

• Each key is represented by songs in a 
variety of musical styles.

• Repertoire includes classical solo, duo, 
and trio pieces as well as songs with 
chord accompaniment for improvisation 
and accompaniment purposes

Reading Book 3

Advancing Repertoire
                       & Technique, Part 1

Reading Book 4

Advancing Repertoire
                       & Technique, Part 2

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

KinderGuitar Reading Books 3 and 4—Advancing repertoire              and Technique, Parts 1 and 2

Advanced reading

Key-organized repertoire Technique through etudes

Advanced ensemble arrangementsInnovative studies

Engaging solo pieces
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